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effort to distinguish between qui and quae has
become additionally severe: and those who have no
experience have only to ask themselves whether it is
not inevitably harder to give to vowels an unfamiliar
sound.

Of course it is, and many of the sounds desired are
such as to be repulsive to the English ear: even
reformers shrink from the word Eheu, and boggle
a little at Kaisar.

There are, I am credibly informed, some of the
more logical sex who maintain that the reform must
be extended to Greek, but girls' schools and ladies'
colleges are outside my province: for all I know, they
may insist on reading Homer " correctly," so that
no trace remains of the glorious hexameter rhythm
in which generations of scholars have delighted.
"No doubt" said Tennyson's Princess, when
defending her regime, " No doubt we seem a kind of
monster to you/' and I am afraid that in this respect
I should be forced reluctantly to agree that they did.

It is characteristic of the female sex (as of the
great American nation) to carry everything to
extremes: Lady Macbeth suffered from none of the
doubts and fears which paralysed her spouse. But
even those who dare, in the face of much evidence, to
maintain that our modern pronunciation resembles
the tongue which Cicero spoke would find it hard to
assert that an English girl's Greek would have helped
her much more in ancient Athens than it does at the
Piraeus to-day.